MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS
CITY OF COUNTRYSIDE
DECEMBER 9, 2025

1. Call to Order

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Chairman Carter called the roll of those physically present as follows:

Present:	Chairman Edward Carter and Commissioner Claribel Quintana
	
Absent:	Secretary Michael Wilson

[bookmark: _GoBack]Also Present:		HR/Executive Assistant Maurine Cody

3. Communications from the Public

None.

4. Approval of Minutes

4.a.	Approval of the September 9, 2025 meeting minutes.

Chairman Carter asked for a motion to approve the September 9, 2025 meeting minutes.

Commissioner Quintana made a motion to approve the September 9, 2025 meeting minutes, seconded by Chairman Carter, and motion carried unanimously.  

4.b.	Approval of the November 14, 2025 special meeting minutes.  

Chairman Carter asked for a motion to approve the November 14, 2025 special meeting minutes.

Commissioner Quintana made a motion to approve the November 14, 2025 special meeting minutes, seconded by Chairman Carter, and motion carried unanimously.  

5. New Business from the Commission for discussion, consideration and if so determined, act upon:

5.a.	Discussion of hiring one probationary lateral police officer. 

Chairman Carter said that we have extended an offer to Daniel Szczesny.




5.b.	Consideration of advertisement for a lateral police officer with the organization names “The National Minority Update” for Women/Minority/Veteran Police applicants.  

Chairman Carter said we received an advertisement from The National Minority Update organization.  If we advertise with this organization we would receive applicants from all around the country.  Chairman Carter noted that at a prior Commission meeting Chief Klimek said that if we hire an applicant who is an officer outside the state the applicant would need to pass a test and would also have to take a limited class to qualify as an Illinois police officer.  Chairman Carter also noted that the Massey Act, which takes effect on January 1, 2026, requires that as part of the background check the Police Department obtain information from all former employers and that becomes more onerous in the case of out of state former employers who are not subject to Illinois law and for that reason are not required to provide the information.  For those reasons it is the Board’s opinion that for now advertising be confined to the Blue Line.  

5.c.	Discussion of the 2026 Schedule of Meetings.

Chairman Carter made a motion to adopt the following dates and times of the regular Board of Fire and Police Commission meetings in 2026.  All regular Commission meetings will start at 5:00 pm and regular meetings will be held on March 10, 2026, June 9, 2026, September 9, 2026, and December 8, 2026.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Quintana, and the motion carried unanimously.  

6. Other Commission Business

	Chairman Carter asked about the progress of inserting QR codes into the Commission’s Blue Line advertising.  HR/Executive Assistant Cody said it should be ready the first of the year.  

7. Adjournment

Chairman Carter asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Quintana made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Chairman Carter seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

Chairman Carter declared the meeting adjourned at 5:11 pm


APPROVED:



________________________________
Edward Carter, Chairman     


/km
2

